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First taster... 

The MX2 class in Qatar gave us a close and tense 
duel between Pauls Jonass and Benoit Paturel: two 
of the main contenders for the 2017 crown. Jonass 

A 

may have triumphed but this was one of undoubt¬ 
edly many hors d’oeuvres to come 

Photo by Ray Archer 








Camera posing... 

Ray Archer was on a mission to shoot most of the 
MXGP machines in Qatar and rated the Monster 
Energy Kawasaki as one of the best looking from 
the factory elite. Immaculate details even extend 
to the green ‘swoosh’ decals on the rims. This is 
Clement Desalle’s steed, taken to third place overall 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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Red Arrows...sort of 

Team HRC blended into the night and the front¬ 
running pack of MXGP thanks to some fetching 
design magic from Fox and their FlexAir lines. Tim 
Gajser almost won a moto at Losail while Evgeny 
Bobryshev was fourth overall j 

Photo by Ray Archer 











^Meanwhile across the ocean... Ryan, Dungey pum- 
melled/the 450SX class in Atlanta for his second 
win of the season and a perfect repast to both Eli 
Tomac’s recent surge of results andLtlTg doubters 
that wondered if #1 .^/as off th^cyl 

Photo by Rich Shepherd/Sjimcjn Cudby / 
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At least not the ones in your head. 

Our all-new C-Frame Carbon PRO knee brace now slimmer, lighter and stronger. 
Designed for peace of mind. 

Go find it: leatt.com/2017-c-frame-pro/ 
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Tony Cairoli, KTM 
nils Jonass, KTM 


MXGP winnei 
MX2 winner: 
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T he 2017 Grand Prix of Qatar might be 
the last edition of what has become a 
well-perceived event within the MXGP 
paddock but it was most certainly a fascinat¬ 
ing first dip into the 61st FIM Motocross World 
Championship. The usual wealth of resources 
and preparation at Losail was evident and to 
compliment the new metal grid system be¬ 
hind the start gate (thinner and with more flex 
than anticipated) was a finer soil after a rigor¬ 
ous process to remove stones and the harder 
elements of the terrain made a very rutty and 
technical course by the second motos. 

MXGP witnessed superfluity of promise by 
Red Bull KTM’s Tony Cairoli who won from 
the front (the largest margin of victory in the 
five years of the Grand Prix) and then through 
an assault on world champion Tim Gajser to 
triumph once more in the second chase. It was 
the Sicilian’s first ‘double’ since May 2016 and 
a virulent message that the #222 is back to 
heights not seen since 2014. 

The ‘depth’ of MXGP seems to be an annual 
remark as part of the hype...but there were 
very real figures to back up the claim for 2017. 
The twenty-one rider gate appeared slim (and 
could thin out even more when injuries take 
hold) but incredibly only three of the group 
have not won a Grand Prix. Every single fin¬ 
isher in the Qatar ranking has stood on a GP 
podium. ‘We can feel the energy already and 
if I was a betting man I would not know where 
to place my money,’ FIM CMS president Tony 
Ski 11 ington eloquently opined in the pre-event 
press conference. ‘I think this is the most 
competitive MXGP class for l-don’t-know-how- 
many years,’ Cairoli said afterwards. ‘It will mix 
up the points this season.’ 


MX2 was an open book and while Pauls Jonass 
wrote the first page - also in his career and for 
Latvia - the chase provided by Benoit Paturel 
and speed provided by the likes of Julien 
Lieber, Thomas Kjer Olsen (an impressive de¬ 
but) and Vsevolod Brylyakov indicates that this 
contest is only beginning to twist and turn. 

Ironically Losail seemed reasonably populated 
for what may well be its MXGP swansong. It 
still seems hard to believe that such an estab¬ 
lished course and the investment made into 
the facility will now be left to blow into the de¬ 
sert wind. But there was already talk of MXGP 
examining possibilities in Kuwait in the future 
and other locations in the Persian region as 
that first stepping stone to Asia and a start to 
the calendar that dodges the unreliable Euro¬ 
pean climate at the tail end of winter. 
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Pauls Jonass was the rider making a small piece of 
history at Qatar. With only one Grand Prix winner in 
pack - Thomas Covington - the chances of Saturday 
being a milestone for someone was high and the KT 
man took the opportunity. His 1-1 also meant a ‘first’ 
for Latvia. ‘It is so special,’ the jocular twenty year o 
said. ‘To be second or third at a GP is also nice but 1 
win and be on top of the box is an unbelievable feeli 
The team are also so happy and it makes you more 
proud and enjoy it more. How do you say it? Some¬ 
thing like ‘you get more hungry while you eat!’ 
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THE FUTURE OF QATAR 

Positive words about the Grand Prix of Qatar 
were made in the first press conference of the 
year but could well end up being ‘lip service’ 
after talk and feelings at Losail pointed to the 
fifth and final year of the contract between 
Youthstream and the QMMF as the closing chap¬ 
ter. ‘We hope to continue here for many years 
to come,’ FIM Europe President Wolfgang Srb 
optimistically commented. 

‘It is a great Grand Prix but the contract is fin¬ 
ished this year and we don’t have any negotia¬ 
tion for the future,’ revealed Youthstream Presi¬ 
dent Giuseppe Luongo. ‘For sure we hope to go 
on because it is a very good Grand Prix and you 
can see the investment made; it is fantastic. It is 
a great place to start [the season]. From our side 
we hope to go on but we have nothing defined.’ 

QMMF President Abdulrahman Al Mannai 
strangely remarked that ‘MXGP is always excit¬ 
ing and we always look forward to it’, but then 
seemed less enthused in tackling any issue on 
the future of Qatar and MXGP: ‘We are evaluating 
the situation right now with the club and we will 
see. We will talk more and they [Youthstream] 
are here now. We will see what happens.’ 


On Saturday night Tony Cairoli was asked how he 
felt about the prospect of Qatar fading away from 
the Grand Prix slate. ‘Hopefully it is not the last 
time because it is one of the best facilities; the 
paddock is nice and the track also,’ he said. 

‘I hope we can come back.’ 

Qatar has always mixed a relaxed and comfort¬ 
able vibe for the paddock and riders (not to men¬ 
tion that novelty of being a night race) with the 
slightly odd vacuum of atmosphere. The financial 
benefit of the fixture is a major assist to the pro¬ 
moters but the date is also a handy first stopping 
point for MXGP to continue east and hit some 
other important markets in Asia and beyond. 

Qatar might disappear from Grand Prix but other 
sites in the region are being considered. The FIM 
made a visit to Iran not so long ago and there 
was talk of interest in Kuwait over the weekend. 
The desire to keep the contest in the Middle 
East was reinforced by Youthstream, and could 
either be a tactic to further engage the QMMF or 
simply ignite the interest of other nations for a 
possible world championship event. ‘For sure we 
will have a Grand Prix in the Middle East because 
there are other organisers which are interested,’ 
Luongo added in the press conference. 
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MXGP GAT 


GRID GATE GREETINGS 

The new metal flooring behind the Losail start 
gate was one of the main talking points of 
the weekend and the major new addition to 
MXGP this year. Installation of the mesh has 
been almost universally applauded through¬ 
out the paddock and the riding fraternity and 
there was little about the six starts at Losail 
to indicate any possible discrepancies for the 
rest of the year. KTM and Yamaha shared the 
holeshots but not before the pre-race hubbub 
seemed to take longer. 

'I think it is interesting because it is something 
new for all of us,’ said World Champion Tim 
Gajser. ‘We have a bit more time and don’t 
have to prepare the gate; we can just come 
there ten minutes before, do the sighting lap 
and go racing. I think it is a good point, and 
the same for everyone. It felt quite normal and 
there is a lot of grip coming out of the gate but 
otherwise it is like before.’ 

‘It gives a fair chance to everybody,’ said Jef¬ 
frey Herlings. ‘[Before] You’d get the guys who 
arrive late and take the gate of someone who 
has been there twenty minutes trying to make 
it perfect! It gives everyone a fair chance.’ 


Any acclimatisation to the flooring was swift 
mainly due to winter testing by the teams 
with their own replicas of the material and the 
use of the platform in the three-round Italian 
Championship during January and early Febru¬ 
ary. 

‘We have already done quite a lot of practice 
with it so we are used to it,’ confirmed MX2 
winner Pauls Jonass. ‘The timing involved with 
the gate though is different; I got dressed for 
the qualification race on Friday and realised 
there was still half an hour to go; there was no 
gate to prep! So I had to go for a coffee...’. 

Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Clement Desalle, 
a podium finisher at Losail, also hinted at the 
harmonic effects of the change. ‘Much better,’ 
the Belgian decreed. ‘We don’t have to work on 
the ground and can just come in and choose it. 
Also no stupid tension between the riders.’ 

The only variable now will involve wet weather 
and sandy tracks and whether it will have any 
bearing on performance although Wilvo Yama¬ 
ha’s Shaun Simpson commented tests with the 
mesh covered in sand showed little difference 
in ‘getaway’ potential. 
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MXGP GAT 


Romain Febvre wa^s searching for feeling with his 
YZ450FM on t-he Qatari dirt. The Frenchman ad¬ 
mitted after the race that third position was his 
place for the meeting but was also puzzled by the 
way Losail rutted and transformed through both 
days. His comments,also shed §onie light on the 
slightly static MXGP affairs where riders circulated 
cfose'togethpr but there wasn’t too much overtak¬ 
ing to be frothy about. ‘Some places were really 
dusty and very hard and in others it was very 
ripped andgrippy and then others were shiny and 
watered before the start so they were really slip¬ 
pery!’ he said. ‘It was not the best Qatar we have 
had and I think everyone could see that it,was not 
that easy to pa$s: the main line was much faster 
than..any.other. If you could keep your line without 





CHARLOTTE DROPS AWAY 

Losail saw confirmation of rumours that the 
Monster Energy Grand Prix of the USA at Char¬ 
lotte was in trouble. A press release was is¬ 
sued outlining cancellation of the seventeenth 
round. The reasons were unclear but the meet¬ 
ing had a decent attendance for its inaugura¬ 
tion in 2016 and the Charlotte Motor Speedway 
were allegedly committed to MXGP returning 
and continuing in North Carolina. There was 
gossip that dialogue was happening between 
Youthstream and other promoters in the United 
States for an American Grand Prix at an estab¬ 
lished venue in the east. Then there were other 
claims that an agreement with Charlotte was 
not yet dead and buried and there was ground 
to resurrect the deal. 


With time tight for preparation and sufficient 
promotion of a U.S. meeting at another site the 
chances of the series landing in north America 
remained up in the air and circuits/club in Eu¬ 
rope - specifically Spain and Germany - have 
been put on standby to prevent the champion¬ 
ship dropping from nineteen to eighteen ap¬ 
pointments. The Grand Prix of San Marino has 
already been delayed by a year and trimmed 
the 2017 schedule from an original slate of 
twenty dates. 

Asked to react to the news World Champion 
Tim Gajser expressed some dismay. ‘For sure I 
am sad because it was a place where I won the 
MXGP title in my rookie season and also be¬ 
cause it was somewhere new and a new chal¬ 
lenge,’ the HRC man said. ‘Hopefully we will 
still go somewhere nice.’ 






MAGGIORA ON THE MOVE? 


More stirrings in the 2017 calendar involved 
circumstances around the Grand Prix of Italy 
at Maggiora Park. The club have allegedly 
faced a bureaucratic problem through the con¬ 
struction on green belt territory, despite going 
through the correct local channels for ap¬ 
proval. The circuit north of Milan has been re¬ 
born as a popular leisure sports complex and 
hosted the 2016 Motocross of Nations after re¬ 
entering the International stage as a first class 
motocross racing venue in 2013. Youthstream 
President Giuseppe Luongo reacted to online 
reports that Maggiora - steered by co-owners 
Paolo Schneider and Stefano Avandero - is 
now unlikely to host the second (and official) 
Italian stop on the GP trail. 


‘[It’s true] They have a serious problem,’ the 
Italian said. ‘It is based on construction on a 
green area but they have authorisation from 
the community so the papers are right. Ste¬ 
fano and Paolo promised me that soon they 
will solve the problem but there is a Plan B 
and if everything is not delivered by the end of 
March then we’ll have the option to run under 
the same organisers but on a different circuit 
which will be Ottobiano or Mantova. The Grand 
Prix of Italy is not at risk.’ 









Drama just seems to follow one of the best 
off-road motorcycle racers in the world. Jeffrey 
Herlings sported a scarred right hand that bal¬ 
looned to boxing glove-type dimensions in the 
aftermath of his MXGP debut. The Dutchman 
swallowed painkillers to be able to compete 
at Losail just ten days after surgery to insert 
a plate over a broken fourth metacarpal in his 
right hand due to a crash at the final round of 
the Italian Championship. The Red Bull KTM 
man was in the familiar scenario of riding in 
pain, unsure of his potential and without suf¬ 
ficient bike time as an inflammation around 
his wrist prior to the Italian crash meant a 
total of five weeks without serious laps on the 
450SX-F. ‘We are here to keep my champion¬ 
ship dreams alive,’ he said on Thursday. He 
faded from a top ten finish to eighteenth in 
the first moto but rallied to an eleventh in the 
second. Why the reverse? ‘I had so much arm- 
pump because we made the grip bigger,’ he 
said. ‘It took away some pain but also power 
on the right side and I had more stress on the 
left. Plus I had not really ridden. So I had arm- 
pump on the left and pain in the right! I went 
from sixth to almost last. I could barely hold 
onto the bike and I did not want to yardsale it 
again. I think we were smart and at least got 
some points.’ 

Herlings has learned to be stoic in the face of 
adversity and since the emotional moment in 
2014 where he rode in Mexico with a still bro¬ 
ken femur but lost the MX2 championship he’d 
led all year by just four points. Tears flowed 
again at Losail last weekend and at a venue 
where he had won all four MX2 GPs he’d con¬ 
tested. 

‘It is a devastating way to begin and I don’t 
think we will be any better next week but by 
Argentina I hope we will be fitter and will have 
been able to do some riding,’ he added. ‘We 
will keep working and keep charging and I 
wont give up on my dream for the champion¬ 
ship. Tony is in good form but I don’t know if 
he can hold onto that for so long...but he is 
smart so he knows what he needs to do to win 
a championship.’ 


When pushed on how long Herlings will be 
sub-100% the MXGP rookie was at a loss. ‘It 
all depends on how the hand heals,’ he lament¬ 
ed. 'We need a bit of luck that the plate does 
not bend: you are not supposed to ride a bike 
ten days after breaking a bone! In 2016 I bent 
a plate in my collarbone and needed an opera¬ 
tion to get it removed. If that happens then my 
championship dream is over. We are still in the 
game; we are not looking good at all but I’m 
sure we can still turn this thing around.’ 
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‘spoon’ curve ended the dash instantly with two 
circulations remaining. So why the dodgy spell? 
‘We [Gajser and Cairoli] had some contact on the 
first lap and I thought I had broken some spokes 
on my front wheel,’ he revealed. 'I started to hear 
some noises so I slowed up a bit but it was just 
a stone around the disc. It was fine, so I pushed 
but he was pushing a lot! He made a gap but I 
had some energy, changed some lines and rode 
a bit better in some places. I could come closer 
again and make the pass.’ 


Tony Cairoli seemed to have given up on the 
second MXGP moto when a one-second gap to 
leader Tim Gajser stretched to three and the Si¬ 
cilian clocked his worst lap-time of the race. With 
second place #222 still had the overall win. Two 
laps later and Cairoli began a charge so familiar 
to Grand Prix fans. Some inventive lines chopped 
the distance to Gajser who had barely slowed 
and a decisive overtake exiting the off-cambered 


‘It was a spectacular race and very nice to race 
with Tim; I hope we can have more like this,’ Cai¬ 
roli said in what was a reversal of the humbling 
dished out by the Honda man at the Grand Prix 
of Switzerland last year and partially answered 
some critics that the 31 year old still had the 
goods to defeat a rival eleven years his junior. 
Gajser had been suffering with illness but the GP 
winner also admitted to dealing with a stomach 
bug for which he had been taking medicine as 
late as Thursday before the meeting. 




Julien Lieber was the rider who had many 
checking the entry lists and making a doube- 
check for the identity of the #33. The Belgian 
ran at the front on his privateer JLT KTM and 
after missing the entire 2016 season due to 
four operations on his hip. Almost a forgotten 
man of the sport Lieber was back, looking trim 
and with Yves Demaria in his corner in Qatar. 
I’m so glad to be in the GPs and to start the 
season like this is really good for the confi¬ 
dence,’ the 22 year old said after posting a 
repeat of his 2015 podium appearance. 'I’ve 
had moments where I could not walk without 
pain and I knew it would be difficult to even 
ride a bike and so to be back at the good level 
is just great. I want to continue to improve and 
hopefully win a GP.’ 
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Suzuki lost the participation of Arminas 
Jasikonis in a visa issue that was eerily similar 
to the one faced by Tim Gajser in 2015 when the 
HRC man was denied access to his Doha flight 
in Europe and had to take an alternative route 
to Qatar, arriving just in time for practice. The 
unfortunate Lithuania, who should have made 
his debut on the new RM-Z450 alongside Kevin 
Strijbos as a full-time member of MXGP, was 
stopped at the Doha border late Wednesday 
evening and despite attempts from Team Suzuki 
General Manager Stefan Everts and various of¬ 
ficials was eventually pushed back on a plane to 
Europe after a grim twenty-four hours in airport 
limbo. ‘I’m so sorry for AJ and we took steps to 
make sure everything was done and correct with 
his visa,’ the Belgian said. ‘It is a shame for him, 
us, Suzuki and all our partners but I know he 
will be back soon and ready to make this experi¬ 
ence count in his favour.’ 
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Tim Gasjer cut a mean figure in his black 
Fox wear at Qatar (like the other HRC ath¬ 
letes) and almost stole away into the desert 
night air with the second moto but events 
conspired against the twenty year old. ‘I was 
sick all weekend and actually still now, so I 
didn’t feel my best,’ he admitted. ‘It was re¬ 
ally tough to pass because there was one fast 
line; there were other lines but they were not 
the same speed. It was interesting. I was feel¬ 
ing destroyed in the last two laps and Tony 
was riding really good.’ 
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Marc de Reuver was again in the paddock in 
a professional capacity and the charismatic 
Dutchman was once more part of a Grand Prix 
podium ceremony thanks to his role as coach 
and mentor to Pauls Jonass. Next to the ros¬ 
trum and immediately post-race was the ideal 
moment to ask the thirty-four year old former 
winner in MX2 and MXGP how his work with 
the Latvian had been progressing... 

Was that result a bit of a surprise? 

Well, he’s never won a GP in his life you know? 

I also know that feeling, and on the last lap 
you feel a little bit strange! We worked together 
for months and a lot in the sand. When you 
get better technique in the sand then you also 
improve on the hard tracks. It gets easier be¬ 
cause it is a little bit the same. To be honest I 
never expected two wins this weekend. He has 
nerves of steel. 

What did you find when you started working 
with him and did it take much to get him to 
this level? 

I went riding with him last year in Lommel and 
I was very surprised by how much he needed 
to learn! I see that with many riders at the 
moment. They might look good but during the 
week you need to work hard and a lot. The 
good thing about me is that I also know how 
‘not’ to do it! It is a big advantage for me now 
because I went from the bottom to the top, 
bottom to top all the time. I passed so many 
phases in my life that I have information in my 
head now like I’m a sixty year old. 

How was the emotion watching tonight? 

I cried! I had a lot of tension. It was like riding 
again. I was sitting on the back of the bike with 
him every lap. I felt everything. 

Now ‘the door’ is open will the work with 
Pauls change a bit? Bigger goals? 

No, we have to keep our feet on the ground. 
Mentally, [Benoit] Paturel is a very strong guy 
and we have to avoid injury. It will be very 
tough. 
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Clement Desalle admitted that a change of 
mentality improved his performance from a 
fairly meek top ten run on Friday to podium 
runner on Saturday night. The Belgian could 
not match Cairoli/Gajser in the second moto 
was an impressive runner-up in the first dash 
to keep the Hondas at bay... 
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Tremendous full-time MX2 debut 
from Thomas Kjer Olsen and Den¬ 
mark’s strongest Grand Prix rider 
since Brian Jorgensen. Also showing 
impressive style was Hunter Law¬ 
rence on the Suzuki after jetting to 
Doha directly from Australia (right) 
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CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Tim Gajser, SLO 

Honda 

3 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Kawasaki 

4 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

5 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

Yamaha 


MXGP STANDINGS 

AFTER 1 OF 19 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

50 

2 

Tim Gajser 

42 

3 

Clement Desalle 

40 

4 

Evgeny Bobryshev 

32 

5 

Romain Febvre 

31 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Pauls Jonass, LAT 

KTM 

2 

Benoit Paturel, FRA 

Yamaha 

3 

Julien Lieber, BEL 

KTM 

4 

Thomas Kjer Olsen, DEN 

Husqvarna 

5 

Michele Cervellin, ITA 

Honda 


MX2 STANDINGS 

AFTER 1 OF 19 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Pauls Jonass 

50 

2 

Benoit Paturel 

44 

3 

Julien Lieber 

40 

4 

Thomas Kjer Olsen 

36 

5 

Michele Cervellin 

28 
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LIVING THE GRAND PRIX 
TEAM DREAM 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

T here have not been too many new squads 
filtering into the premier class in the last 
five years and Wilvo Yamaha are the freshest 
450 outfit in the gate. Overseeing the official 
satellite team with Grand Prix winners Shaun 
Simpson and Arnaud Tonus is Louis Vosters; 
a long time presence in the paddock as com¬ 
petitor, sponsor and team collaborator and 
finally team owner/manager. We asked him 
for ten minutes of his time in the paddock at 
Losail to talk about the transition in running 
an MXGP effort rather than just being a key 
player through the support of his 47 year old 
metalwork company Wilvo. The Yamaha crew 
are housed in the pristine confines of the Wilvo 
facility in Bergeijk, Holland, and Vosters be¬ 
lieves to be part of Grand Prix means doing 
the job properly. We wanted to find out how 
that happens... 

We’ve seen you sponsoring teams and helping 
riders so what prompted you to take a deeper 
role in the paddock and run your own team? 

After being a rider I think I was then involved 
as a private or team sponsor for over fifteen 
years and in the last five I was the title sponsor 
of an MX2 team. In 2016 Tim Mathys [former 
Standing Construct Team Owner] came to me 
and asked if I was interested in doing the team 
together and we went ahead. I made that deci¬ 
sion and it was a positive one but unexpected¬ 
ly Tim decided to stop and so last May I took 
on the team and we moved up to the MXGP 
class; which was one of my goals. 

Was it difficult to move from that easy role as 
a sponsor to one more integral to organisation 
and being solely responsible? 

For sure it is different...but when I was a ti¬ 
tle sponsor I was still doing a lot for the rid¬ 
ers, such as bookings for travel. Now there is 
much more responsibility for everything that 





Feature 






MXGP GAT: WILVO 


go towards the results but also for creating a 
good feeling and for me it is better to do it like 
this and it is almost like running my company. 

I am trying to do it the same way and so far it 
is positive. 

When you say the same way as the company 
does that mean prioritising the employees or 
things like the systems and infrastructure? 

Yes, I always try to give people responsibil¬ 
ity and independence; to make decisions on 
their own. I like to create and have an open 
structure. Every Wednesday we have a team 
meeting for two-three hours and get input from 
everyone. We get all the information and can 
then take the right decisions. 

When you were a sponsor you must have seen 
how different people ran their teams and this 
must have been a good source of learning... 

Yeah, I learned a lot of things during that time 
and watching how different people handle 
things...but in the end you have to do things 
how you believe they should be done. I saw 
many details about doing this job but I always 
believe in being positive and giving a rider 
positive drive. When you do things in this way 
then you can get the best of an athlete and 
look to the best results. If you have criticism 
then do it in a positive way and try to improve. 

I think that if everyone is giving their best and 
100% and they are honest and open then at 
the end it will work and you will get the right 
structure and feeling in the team. I think it 
works best like this. 

What has been the hardest part of becoming 
Team Owner/Manager? 

That your mind never stops: you are always 
thinking what you have to do or what can be 
done better, especially with these overseas 
races because it can be complicated that eve¬ 
rything is organised and arranged at the right 
time. You always try to improve everything: 
the bike, the riders the crew. The level of that 
surprised me. 
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Quite a few teams have kept the same person¬ 
nel for many years... 

The people are the most important. You need 
the right mechanics, but also ones that are 
motivated and who are willing to work together 
and make the right atmosphere in the team. 

I think we have that and I’m enjoying it. I’m 
happy. 


You also have to be at the centre of the storm 
with regards to finding other sponsors and 
dealing with a manufacturer: how is that ex¬ 
perience? 

That’s true and especially in the winter there 
was a lot of work to do and it was just like 
running another company. You have to push 
yourself to do it and talk with all these dif¬ 
ferent groups and, in a way, it never stops. It 
is important to make a proper budget and to 
look after the money and to try and count and 
calculate what the different parts of the season 
will cost. How the overseas will be and how we 
move in Europe. It is important to me that we 
travel and go racing in the right way...but it is 
really expensive! 


Is it easier to run MXGP bikes compared to 
MX2? 

Maybe a bit easier on the technical side but 
our engines needed a lot of engineering so 
that the riders were really happy. We had two 
completely different bikes for Shaun and Ar- 
naud so perhaps there is a little less compared 
to the MX2 but not much. 


You don’t see too many teams coming into the 
class. It is a good thing that Wilvo have come 
into MXGP... 

I hope it is! But on the other hand motocross 
is becoming more professional and the level 
of the MXGP riders and the ‘show’ meant it 
was easier to find more technical and finan¬ 
cial sponsors. It was more beneficial for me to 
move up to MXGP than stay in MX2. We are 
busy on the commercial side and we are try¬ 
ing to give more to the sponsors with a social 
media profile and partner in MX Vice and I be¬ 


lieve this kind of thing is the future for teams. 
They need to be more professional in this way 
and embrace new and different things. I think 
iniatives like that will convince a sponsor even 
more to come onboard. 

How is the level of satisfaction now? 

I think it will be much deeper. Now it is your 
own riders and a result of the team, the crew 
and their work and for sure it will give a differ¬ 
ent feeling. 
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RACEWEA 


V Pant & Jersey 


PERFORMANCE • DURABILITY • Smf 

^ |M 

The original light weight racewear. 
We have compiled years of insight 
from both amateur and pro athletes 
to refine our Lite Hydrogen line. Every 
inch of this pant and jersey has been 
carefully considered to maximize 
flexibility and breathability while 
maintaining an extreme light weight. 
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FLY 

Fly are getting even more serious with 
their body protection and the Revel now 
comes CE rated. Describing the specs of 
the Revel, the Americans state the product 
as: ‘created using triple-layer, high-density 
memory foam in between the outer plas¬ 
tic and the biofoam that is in contact with 
the user. FLY uses triple layer construction 
as opposed to a single thick layer as the 
layers can move relative to one another 
further improving impact performance. 
Revel CE Roost Guards are offered in Race 
and Offroad (with added shoulder and arm 
guards) version.’ The biofoam chassis, with 
air channels moulded within and a neck 
brace compatible design, eliminates poten¬ 
tial injury-inducing plastic rivets and soft 
plastics. It is also compact to fit under any 
jersey. Expect to pay 130 dollars for the 
Race version and 150 for the off-road (add¬ 
ed shoulder and arm guards) 
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RODUCTS 



www.flyracing.com 
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JOB DONE. 


By Adam Wheeler 


A few Blogs ago I speculated as to which 
‘Tony Cairoli’ would show up in Qatar. I 
think by the close of the first moto on Saturday 
night he left none of us in doubt. Two years 
previously in Losail Max Nagl romped to victory 
and denied #222 the red plate as series leader, 
it was the opening episode in the duel to end 
all duels: Cairoli vs Villopoto. And Tony arrived 
in Doha seemingly already exasperated by the 
hype. We know how the season panned out. Last 
year he was unfit, unconfident and clearly strug¬ 
gling with the injury that caused nerve damage 
to his left shoulder and arm causing both a 
lose of sensation in his thumb as well as a lack 
of force which he had to overcompensate and 
finished fifth at Losail and on a track where he’d 
never won an ‘overall’. 


Last weekend was perhaps the closest we have 
seen Cairoli to the pomp of his 2009-2014 half 
decade ownership of the premier class. As¬ 
sisted by two beneficial starts the Sicilian won 
from the front and then chopped a deficit to the 
World Champion (Tim Gajser slightly hobbled 
by illness but the dominant vein of his 2016 suc¬ 
cess in Qatar is not easily forgotten and was the 
first address of a year-long exposition conveying 
strength and youthful intensity) to defy a very 
choppy track to be equally as emphatic. 

As his own statement for the season to come 
and designs on matching the verve that Gajser 
and Febvre have brought to MXGP in the past 
two years this was par excellence from Cairoli. 
On this kind of form, complimented by his expe¬ 
rience and unmatchable knowledge and instinct 
for forging a championship campaign Tony 
has already set the bar. Trying to gain distance 
and look at the bigger picture then the urge to 
repeat the mantra of many riders in the paddock 
Saturday evening is very tempting. 



There is a long way to go, there are eighteen 
GPs left on the calendar and so many points to 
be won. Shaun Simpson - who didn’t have the 
best of weekends on his re-alliance with Yamaha 
- made an interesting comment: “I know that af¬ 
ter the worst weekend in the world then you can 
suddenly be back there again at the front the 
next week: it will be like that this year. There will 
be guys who score second place in the first race 
and then will be twelfth in the second.” The fact 
that from 10th to 21st included nine previous GP 
winners and every single athlete has climbed a 
Grand Prix podium backs up his claim. There 
actually is remarkable strength in depth in 2017 
and Qatar was the richest picking until the inevi¬ 
table onslaught of injury begins. 

Almost all of the 21 athletes in the gate at Losail 
are highly experienced, practiced and trained. 
They can all run at a speed across a degrading 
track within tenths of a second. If one starts in 
sixth and another in sixteenth on a course like 
Losail then the level of performance is such that 
only mistakes and errors will make much differ¬ 
ence. 

For Cairoli to then head this collective and pull 
away at the rate of knots that he managed in the 
first moto is further testament to the brilliance 
of what we witnessed. Some of his hardest 
peers this season might not be peaking physical 
or technically and it would be a wise tactic con¬ 
sidering the duration of the contest this year.... 
but then Tony could also be in the same boat. 
There is more to come of Gasjer, Febvre and 
Desalle - of that I’m sure - while the cast list for 
surprises is also so long. However, if there was 
ever a way to attack the first race of the season 
and seize every drop of positivity out of such 
a nervy, unknown and emblematic fixture then 
Cairoli and his KTM band did the trick. 
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Winning once might be down to luck, but with 16 consecutive victories, KTM’s 
Dakar domination is anything but circumstantial. With the READY TO RACE 
attitude and a massive team effort, British KTM Factory rider Sam Sunderland 
won the 2017 Dakar Rally, extending KTM’s undefeated record. 

Congratulations to Sam and the team for this outstanding performance! 


>-vfc 


i*.: " , 

A 


_v* 




'Zf* jm 




Please make no attempt to imitate the illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing and observe the applicable provisions of the road traffic regulations! 
The illustrated vehicles may vary in selected details from the production models and some illustrations feature optional equipment available at additional cost. 




















100% 



More from 100%’s Spring collection and this 
time looking at the Accuri as opposed to the 
more race-related Racecraft. The Accuri - here 
seen in four different liveries - has a curved 
form for increased field of vision, triple layer 
foam for the best moisture control and a nine 
point lens retention system; the same as the 
Racecraft. An oversized strap is customary 
and the Accuri's frame is forged from Urethane 
for the best flexibility and durability. And of 
course the lens and tear-off profile is the same 
across the entire 100% range. You also get an 
extra clear lens (for the mirrored models) and 
a microfiber bag for storage. The Accuri comes 
in Sand, Enduro and OTG (over the glasses) 
variations. Also watch out for the Americans’ 
Strata Junior ‘Mud’ goggle based on the entry- 
level adult version at a great price. 

www.ridelOOpercent.com 





By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 
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BUTTERFLIES: 

NERVES BEFORE A GRAND PRIX 










T he first Grand Prix of the year never 
fails to generate excitement and for all 
the reasons riders usually explain in 
their pre-race interviews: the unknown, the 
level-playing field, the ‘zero points’ column 
and the general anticipation of getting back 
into the ‘thick of it’. For the last five years Qa¬ 
tar has been the scene of nerves and anxiety 
perhaps not witnessed on a scale at any other 
point in the FIM World Championship calen¬ 
dar. We ventured into the paddock and asked 
riders to get personal about how they deal 
with the emotions and adrenaline that flows, 
how they use or ignore the feelings and how 
they can manifest in the build-up to lift-off to 
their sport for another year... 

Tim Gajser, Team HRC: For sure you think a 
lot about the first GP: it is one where you are 
probably the most nervous. You have not seen 
the other riders for a while, some even for four 
months or more, because of this it is one of 


the most exciting races of the season because 
you cannot wait to get on the track and see 
where you are with your level. After the first 
Free Practice everything changes and you can 
see where you belong, how hard you have 
worked and where you are with the speed. 

Arnaud Tonus, Wilvo Yamaha: There are many 
feelings and they can change really quickly. For 
me they never tend to be the same. For sure 
you have a bit of stress but it can go up and 
down. It also depends how you feel mentally 
and what is going on in your life and how you 
feel on the bike. It is a big part of what we do. 
The level of competition is high and very close 
but what make the difference is how you can 
handle yourself: if you can be at 100% of what 
you can do at the race then that means a lot 
of guys can win. Very often you can be better 
in practice and not as good in the race; it is 
something I am really aware of and I am work¬ 
ing a lot on it and to understand the human 
mechanism. Where does that stress come 





MXGP QAT: NERVES 


from? It’s interesting. The goal is to try and ‘let 
it go’ and be focussed on what you are doing 
in the moment. 

Pauls Jonass, Red Bull KTM: The first GP is 
always the worst but when the season gets go¬ 
ing then it becomes less and less. In my first 
season nerves came up quite a lot...although 
with more races it tended to fade a bit. Mostly 
I have butterflies in my stomach and I need to 
go to the toilet more often than usual! 

Valentin Guillod, Honda: For the last three 
years coming here I’ve started to have the ball 
of nerves in my stomach pretty much from the 
beginning of February. This year it is a bit dif¬ 
ferent because I have changed my mindset and 
I am really enjoying what I’m doing. Of course 
this is racing so it is impossible not to have 
some adrenaline. 

Adam Sterry, Monster Energy Kawasaki: Every 
rider must have the butterflies in the stomach 
and I don’t think any of us would be here if we 
didn’t; if that makes sense. Everybody wants 
to win so you get that anxiety of wanting to 
achieve and also a bit of pressure because of 
the level you are at. Mainly the pressure we 
put on ourselves brings on the nerves. 

Clement Desalle, Monster Energy Kawasaki: 

Of course [having] the adrenaline is normal 
and it is part of racing. With experience you 
might be able to control it better but it’s still 
there. You feel the tension. 

Jake Nicholls, Hitachi KTM: I don’t really get 
butterflies but I do get a bit anxious and I’m 
running through things in my mind. Through 
practice and into the qualification race and 
then thinking about the Heat afterwards and 
everything else: it is just a massive build-up to 


the motos and I’m lucky that I don’t suffer too 
much. I don’t get straightforward nerves, it is a 
bit weird, and if I’m a bit stressed then I won’t 
take in too much of what someone is saying to 
me. I will start thinking about the race when 
I’m packing and then I’ll have other moments 
that will start the adrenaline going, such as 
trying to sleep but then thinking about the 
track or how the race might go. To be honest 
though it is nice feeling and I try to make the 
most of it. 



Shaun Simpson, Wilvo Yamaha, thirteen 
years in Grands Prix: I think it is totally nor¬ 
mal to have nerves. In the last few years it has 
changed a bit for me. I still get them on race- 
day but I think five years ago coming to Qatar 
I would have been nervy the week before and 
on the flight and the car drive to the circuit. As 
an experienced rider though you tend to know 
more what to expect, where to go, where to 
eat, how the lights will be...I know the answers 
to all those standard questions. There is less 
to be nervous about...but in the waiting zone 
those few pre-race moments still get me and 
will always do so. Probably when they are not 
there it is time to call it a day. You can proba¬ 
bly gauge your nerves also on your motivation. 




Feature 
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Jorge Prado, Red Bull KTM, sixteen years 
old: I usually get pretty nervous but once the 
season starts it fades away. I think it helps to 
be more alert anyway. Most of the time nerves 
come because I have specific goals for a race 
and I’m worried about not making them. You 
always want to do your very best and I think 
you get nervous because you might not be 
able to do that. 



Max Anstie, Rockstar Energy IceOne Husqvar- 

na: The butterflies are always there and that’s 
what we do it for. In one way I hate the feeling 
but then you love it afterwards. If you don’t 
race then you kinda feel like you are missing 
out on something. I think nerves come from 
not preparing as well and this year I feel more 
prepared than ever. Every day since new year 
has been productive and I have stuck to the 
plan. There is nothing for me to doubt. I think 
it is also an accomplishment to reach the best 
class with one of the best teams. I have an op¬ 
portunity to go and do well. 


Ben Watson, Hitachi KTM, nineteen years 
old: When I was on the 85s I used to be sick 
almost every time before the race through 
nerves but as soon as I came into the bigger 
picture - the world championship - I don’t 
really get nervous at all. I think it was because 
I was expected to win on the 85 and I rarely 
lost. I always felt I had the pressure to win and 
it created nerves. Here I am not as bad but the 
nerves still come obviously. Even from break¬ 
fast I struggle to eat a lot whereas when I’m at 
home I am flat-out and barely stop all day! You 
always get that extra buzz when you are in the 
gate and ready to go but as soon as the gate 
drops you don’t feel a thing. 



Conrad Mewes, Rockstar Energy Husqvarna, 
sixteen year old: When I was expected to win 
on the 85 I got pretty nervous because I felt 
the pressure but now I don’t have that thanks 
to the team. It becomes about trying to be 
calm and relaxed because that’s when I do 
my best. Of course I’m nervous when I go to 
the line and I’m next to some really good guys 
but I feel like I deserve to be there - without 
wanting to sound big-headed - I have worked 
my butt off for it and I sit there and want it as 
much as anyone. I do feel very lucky. 



Romain Febvre, Monster Energy Yamaha: 

Through my career I haven’t really struggled 
with nerves that much, even before the moto 
where I won the world championship I wasn’t 
that stressed. I think the first start and moto 
of the year is normally the most stressful but 
after the second moto it is almost gone. I have 
never put too much pressure on myself. We 
already have to think about many things over 
the weekend to perform and if we put even 
more pressure on top then it becomes difficult, 
You cannot forget the season is long and that 
racing is not just about one GP. When you are 
leading a moto it can feel like time drags out... 
but not too much. I enjoy what I do and it is 
part of the game to have some nerves. It also 
helps to have those feelings and emotions to 
want to win or defend something. It is part of 
the game. I can handle the pressure, and the 
team will say the same about me. 


Desalle: Every race is important and that 
brings tension. You can have extra depending 
on the location and if you are in your home 
country or if it is at a key moment in the 
championship. 

Febvre: I think the most stressful race was the 
first Nations for me at Ernee. It was in France 
and the team had won the year before so we 
had the 1-2-3 numbers and we’d won the quali¬ 
fication races. So on Sunday in the gate you 
look up and see all those fans and you think 
‘pfff, if I make one mistake...’ I knew I would be 
mad at myself but all those people had come 
to see us win. I knew it could be bad and I was 
nervous both motos and it was not easy but I 
also felt that 2015 was my year and I had won 
a lot of things. So I felt the pressure from the 
fans...but I did not make any mistakes. 










Simpson: The Nations and the British GP are 
events where there is that much more crowd 
presence or support and you do feel it more. 

At the Nations you are riding for your country 
and you only get to do it once a year if you are 
lucky enough. There is more pressure to per¬ 
form and especially for me because I’ve had a 
couple of years where things have not gone my 
way. 



Guillod: You have stress in every race. Com¬ 
ing to Qatar it is the same even though there 
is no public. In Switzerland or France there are 
many more people and you are much busier. It 
can be difficult to rest. 

Desalle: Being nervous can be nice! I was say¬ 
ing this to my friends: you need it actually. At 
times in the winter you actually miss it! Some 
guys control it better than others; that is clear. 
For example some are really fast in training 
and others are normal but when you get to 
a race it is completely different. You need to 
control a race...but you also need to try and 
control that tension inside you. 

Gajser: I think that everybody has ‘something’ 
that keeps them calm and helps them. I have 
some rituals I have in the truck beforehand. 

I don’t listen to music...and if I tell you more 
then everyone will know! My Dad talks to me 
and lets me know if I am riding good or bad 
or what lines I need to change...normally he is 
really loud! We are from a country where not 
many can speak the language so we get a lot 
of people looking at us. I would say it is a posi¬ 
tive point. 


Tonus: You cannot stop nerves, you can only 
work with them. You cannot say ‘I wont be 
stressed at all...’ because you are lying to 
yourself. Those feelings will come. It is emo¬ 
tion and you have to use it to be better and 
not let it bring you down to the point where 
you are thinking ’f**king stress...’. Emotion is 
energy: so if you can use it for yourself then 
you can be more focussed. How do I use it? It 
is about being in the moment. If I am putting 
my clothes on then I am only thinking about 
that and not thinking ‘oh, there is a race start 
in twenty minutes’. I am putting as much at¬ 
tention as I can in what I do at that time, and 
that’s what it is like on the bike; if you are 
thinking too much about the next corner then 
you’ll crash in the corner that you are in. I 
think this also works for life: if you really focus 
on what you are doing then the rest will come. 



Simpson: It has never become too much for 
me. I like to motivate myself and think about 
different things. In the gate I like to have a 
laugh with people, especially before I go and 
crack a few jokes and keep it light. Not the 
same as [Marc] De Reuver who’d be chatting 
about girls before the gate would drop! But 
keeping it light is a good thing. 

Febvre: I try to talk and have a laugh behind 
the gate but when the mechanic leaves then it 
is time ‘to go’ and you need to be serious. 

Desalle: Everybody has his own style to deal 
with it. I do my ritual and my stretches. It is 
much better to not have to work on the gate! 






Guillod: Stress can make you tired. It is great 
that we don’t have to make the gate any more! 

I am quite relaxed in the gate...but I think this 
is to try and forget the nerves! 

Prado: Once I’m in the gate I am only thinking 
about the start and not who is necessarily next 
to me or who might be fast on that particular 
track. I might visualise that before...but not at 
that stage. 

Anstie: Going to the gate you are always nerv¬ 
ous but I focus on the process because you 
cannot control what thirty-nine other guys 
might be doing. It is hard to do that. It takes 
time and experience and while I don’t have 
experience on the 450 I have raced profession¬ 
ally now for seven years and since I was six¬ 
teen...so I know what to expect. 

Simpson: Everyone at this level has been riding 
and racing for so long and from such a young 
age. 

Tonus: On the bike you don’t think too much 
about the people around. Being in a stadium 
it is impressive at first but you forget it very 
quickly. At Qatar there is almost nobody but 
the nerves are the same. It is because you 
know you will race guys that are very good, 
there is risk involved and adrenaline is go¬ 
ing. It is going on inside. Racing is hard, you 
might have suffered or coped with a big injury 
and all that is inside you. It is not about what 
is around you but what’s inside and that will 
always be there. 
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NO SHORTCUTS 

40 years of Goggle research and design have all led to the 
introduction of our newest and most advanced MX goggle to 
date. The SCOTT PROSPECT offers a Massive field of vision, 
50mm Works Film Systems and our proprietary Lens Lock 
System, giving you the ability to focus on what matters. 


SCOTT-SPORTS.COM 
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Products 



SCOTT 


The Buzz WFS is the first junior goggle 
with a specific roll-off system to emerge 
from Scott’s expert lines and product 
catalogue. It is equipped with WORKS 
pins on the lens and can be used with 
tear-offs. Adapted for smaller faces this 
is the ideal ‘replica’ of adult/professional 
standard eye protection for riding. The 
Buzz WFS is available in black and with 
two-layer face foam. The lens incorpo¬ 
rates Scott’s Truview technology and 
Anti-fogging treatment. It also comes 
with two rolls of film in the box. 

www. scott- s po rts. co m 
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